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The United Nations
Liability or Necessity?

1
Possibly 62 million people were killed during World War II. (World War II, 1)1 The leaders of the victorious nations wanted to make sure a war like that could never happen again. They knew that war could only be prevented through international cooperation and rules that would be strictly enforced. 

2
Almost every kid in school today knows what the United Nations is. It is the answer Winston Churchill and the delegates at the San Francisco Conference came up with 61 years ago, and it still works to preserve peace throughout the entire world. 
3
Some people say the United Nations has played its role and should be discontinued, and claim the organization has “accomplished nothing.” (UNsuccessful, 1)2 Others maintain that without the U.N., there would be “no security or prosperity at home.” (Parry, 3)3 Many wish the United States to leave the U.N., or find an alternative to it, “consisting only of liberal democratic states,” (At War, 2)4 but some are worried that if the U.S. left, “the United Nations would continue on as it has, probably getting worse without America taking a stand for freedom and democracy, and the United States would effectively ostracize itself from a potentially useful outlet for international diplomacy.” (UNsuccessful, 1)5 
4
So, does the world really need the U.N., or has it played its role as ineffective peacekeeper long enough? Almost everybody that knows something about the organization has an opinion. 

5
To be able to determine the necessity of the United Nations, knowledge of its history and organization is essential. United Nations is an organization of nations that works for world peace and the betterment of humanity. It “tries above all to deal with problems and disputes before they lead to fighting.” (World Book, 76)6
6
The Wall Street Journal wrote that “the UN is proving daily that it is in fact another League of Nations.” (Klein, 1)7 The League of Nations was the forerunner for the modern United Nations, and was “an alliance dedicated to maintaining world peace.” However, only twenty-eight countries remained permanent members, with thirty-five joining for shorter periods of time, (Lowry, 8)8 unlike the United Nations, where most of the free states in the worlds attend meetings regularly. The League was therefore a much weaker organization. It, like the U.N. today, had to rely on member states to provide military assistance, which they were very unwilling to do, and economic sanctions, its strongest tool, “were difficult to enforce and had no great impact on the target country, because they could simply trade with those outside the League.” (League, 9)9 
7
The League had several key weaknesses that led to its fall before World War II. Its “neutrality tended to manifest itself as indecision.” A unanimous vote was required in the Security Council, so “conclusive and effective action was difficult, if not impossible. Some decisions required unanimous consent of the Assembly; that is, agreement by every member of the League.” (League, 10)10 In hindsight, it is easy to see why they couldn’t prevent war from breaking out. Another downfall was the fact that the United States never joined. The heroes from the First World War were needed to put force behind the words of the resolutions passed. Although “US President Woodrow Wilson had been a driving force behind the League’s formation,” and indeed received the Nobel Peace Prize for it in 1919, (Nobel, 1)11 “the United State Senate voted on January 19, 1920 not to join the League.” (League, 9)12 
8
On June 26, 1945, the United Nations Charter was signed by the delegates at the San Francisco Conference, after they had spent days there framing it. Later that year, on October 24, enough countries had ratified the Charter, and the U.N. was officially born. United Nations Day is celebrated every year on that day. (World Book, 93)13 When the delegates in San Francisco framed the Charter, they “decided to create an organization to ensure respect for fundamental human rights, establish conditions under which justice and the rule of law could be maintained, and ‘promote social progress under larger freedom.’” (Introduction, 2)14 In 1948, “the UN approved the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” (World Book, 93)15 a document that states the fundamental rights that every single human being in the world has, such as “the right to life, liberty and security of person,” (Article 3) the right to marry and found a family, (Article 16) and adequate “food, clothing, housing and medical care.” (Article 25) (Universal, 2-5)16 
9
In 1962, the world had stood on the brink of nuclear war, which could eradicate all life on the face of the Earth, for several days. The U.N. “helped settle a dispute between the United States and the Soviet Union over the installation of Soviet missiles and missile bases in Cuba… The Soviet Union finally removed its missiles from Cuba…” 
10
The first significant economic sanctions of the U.N. were placed upon Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, in 1966. (World Book, 93)17 The Security Council called for an arms embargo against South Africa in 1963, to end the apartheid
 rule there. (Sanctions, 1)18 The sanctions were lifted in 1994, after the last apartheid laws were repealed. 
11
In 1988, Soviet troops withdrew from Afghanistan, thanks to the U.N., and “in 1991, a military coalition of U.N. members expelled Iraqi military forces from Kuwait in the Persian Gulf War.” In 1991, the U.N. sponsored a peace treaty that brought peace to Cambodia after the country had been wrought with civil war, and two years later, in 1993, the organization sponsored democratic national elections, the first in many years. (World Book, 94)19 

12
The United Nations is an “institution designed to ensure that negotiation will replace force in dealings between nations.” (Scruton, 1)20 To ensure that, its Charter lists four purposes and seven principles of the United Nations. The four purposes are:

1. To preserve world peace and security.

2. To encourage nations to act justly towards one another. 

3. To help nations cooperate in trying to solve their problems.

4. To serve as an agency through which nations can achieve these goals. 

The seven principles are:

1. All members have equal rights, which is vital for democratic interaction.

2. All members are expected to carry out their duties.

3. They agree to the principle of settling their disagreements peacefully.

4. They agree not to use force in their dealings with other nations, except in self-defense.

5. Members agree to help the U.N. in every action it takes to carry out the purposes of the charter.

6. Non-member states have the same duty to preserve world peace as member states.

7. The U.N. will not interfere in the actions of a member nation within its own borders. (World Book, 78)21
13
Every well-run government is properly organized. Although the U.N. is not a world government, “rather a forum for the world’s sovereign states to debate issues and determine collective courses of action,” (Reform, 1)22 in some senses it acts like one. In 1945, the Charter set up six major organs. The only organ in which all the member states are represented is the General Assembly. The Security Council is the only one with enforcement powers. The Secretariat consists of the Secretary-General and the rest of the staff that runs the United Nations. The Economic and Social Council serves several duties, including protecting human rights and bettering peoples’ lives all over the globe. The International Court of Justice settles international disputes. (World Book, 78)23 The Trusteeship Council helped with the decolonization process, until it suspended its operations in 1994. (Lowry, 19)24 
14
When handling international matters, a problem often arises over languages. The U.N. handled this difficulty by publishing all official documents in six official languages, Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish. The usual working languages are English and French. (Lowry, 12)25 When the delegates are sitting in the General Assembly, they wear headphones through which they hear a translator simultaneously translate what is being said at the stand.

15
The General Assembly “is responsible in some way for every other UN organ.” Elections of members for the other major organs are done fully or in part by the General Assembly, and it directs the operations of some UN bodies. The Assembly can discuss any topic that “concerns the work of the UN.” Decisions are made through a vote of its members. (World Book, 81)26 However, the decisions made by the Assembly do not have the power of law, and countries are not obliged to follow its rulings. Unlike the case of the League of Nations, the pressure of the world’s opinion carries too much weight for most countries to ignore. (Lowry, 11)27 The only decisions member states have to obey are the votes on the U.N. budget. (World Book, 81)28 Because of the Assembly’s power to elect members to other U.N. bodies, some member states are concerned about the apparent decline in the Assembly’s prestige. (Strengthening, 2)29
16
The Security Council has fifteen members, of which five are permanent members. The rest are elected in for two-year terms by the Assembly. (World Book, 82)30 The permanent members are China, France, the Russia, United Kingdom and the United States. They were the victors after World War II, and were considered the “good” forces in at that time, and they were also the first nations to develop nuclear weapons. (Lowry, 17)31 For 2006, the non-permanent members are Argentina, the Republic of Congo, Denmark, Ghana, Greece, Japan, Peru, Qatar, Slovakia and the United Republic of Tanzania. (Membership, 1)32 The permanent members enjoy what is called a veto. On some questions, the Council can take action if nine members, three fifths, vote for it, but on many other questions, all the five permanent members and at least four others must agree on to the decision. If any of the permanent members vote against it, the decision falls through. On the other hand, if a permanent member chooses to abstain from voting, or isn’t present, that is not considered a veto. 
17
The veto created a lot of problems for the U.N. during the Cold War. The Soviet Union used its veto in the Security Council more than one hundred times before it dissolved in 1991. (World Book, 82-83)33 This led to an almost standstill, and the nations almost gave up trying, because they knew without a doubt that their resolutions would be vetoed by the opposite side. The United States first used their veto in 1970, to stop a resolution requiring U.N. members to stop communicating with Rhodesia. (World Book, 83)34 
18
The most recent use of the veto known by the public was the case over Iraq; whether to let the U.S. send armed forces in there or not. It deadlocked in indecision, and could not compromise. There is real danger in that, because if the members of the Council cannot agree on a course of action, nothing will be done, and peace and security may be marginalized. (Brady, 51)35 However, in 1950, the General Assembly approved a resolution called “Uniting for Peace,” which said that in case the Security Council fails to act, the General Assembly may recommend a course of action for the U.N., including the use of armed force. (World Book, 81)36
19
The Economic and Social does not have enforcement powers, but is the only organ of the United Nations specifically mandated to “coordinate the activities of the specialized agencies and to consult with non-government organizations.” It is mostly a forum for policy dialogue and a forger of consensus.” (Strengthening, 5)37
20
The International Court of Justice is located in The Hague, the Netherlands. It settles disagreements countries may have over landownership. Since its creation in 1945, the Court has judged more than 75 cases. The problem it has is that not all countries accept its ruling. The U.S. is third of U.N. members that have not recognized the authority of the Court, while other countries acknowledge the full rulings and others only partially. (Lowry, 31)38 
21
There are many problems with the United Nations. In fact, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s main objective when he took office in 1997 was to change the present system to a more effective structure. Does the U.N. really need a non-functional Trusteeship Council? The makeup of the Security Council reflects the power situation of the world as it was in 1945, not today. Steps are being taken to resolve these issues. However, many Americans want to find their own alternative to the organization. (Ambassador, 1)39 Some say that if the Western nations leave, they “will free themselves from the burden of transnational legislation. They can rebuild through bilateral treaties the kind of international relations that protect their sovereignty.” (Scruton, 6)40 This plan means to leave poorer countries out. The U.N. was made to ensure peace and prosperity all over the globe, not just for the few fortunate. As one African journalist said, “You Americans take the U.N. for granted. To us, it is the only hope.” (Bridgman, 1)41 As Secretary-General Kofi Annan put it, “In today’s world, no State, however powerful, can protect itself on its own. Likewise, no country, weak or strong, can realize prosperity in a vacuum.” (Introduction, 4)42 
22
Another difficulty the U.N. faces is that “ambassadors to the U.N. are sent by people who have obtained power, by whatever means, in the territories recognized by that body as sovereign.” (Scruton, 1)43 This is a serious problem, but nothing that can be easily mended. One of the principles of the U.N. Charter is that they will not interfere with issues within a country’s borders. Unless that country does something so wrong that the international community has to step in, there is nothing that really can be done. As an effect, some people view the United Nations as “a place where terrorist nations serve on the human rights commission and where even denouncing terrorism is debated.” (Ambassador, 1)44 These new powers that have emerged in the world “claim neither legal authority nor territorial sovereignty, but … simply exert their force wherever they can, in defiance to all who oppose them.” The governments of the countries in which these terrorists live could of course take action to eradicate them, by refusing them recognition, attacking their funding sources and outlawing them within that country’s border. (Scruton, 2)45
23
Some feel that there may be “dangers to stability in a declaration of ‘human rights’ that claims precedence over all local jurisdictions and inherited ideas of legal order.” They claim Western laws are based on the ideas in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Elsewhere the continuing insistence on human rights falls on deaf ears. (Scruton, 3)46 Also, the principles of and the actions taken under the Charter that binds the national governments “will often be a huge burden to law-abiding states but no burden at all to dictatorships. Yet the dictatorships have as much right to press for them as the law-abiding states.” (Scruton, 5)47
24
When the General Assembly passed a resolution in 1975, declaring Zionism “a form of racism,” many Western nations were angered. “Zionism is the Jewish nationalist movement that helped establish the state of Israel.” The resolution was finally repealed in 1991. (World Book, 92)48 Especially the United States was enraged by this resolution, saying that the U.N. “had strayed from the ideas of its founders,” and claiming that bias against Israel still remains. (Ambassador, 1)49 
25
Some go as far as saying that “the United Nations is not a good idea badly implemented, it is a bad idea,” (Klein, 1)50 while others stress the fact that “America saved the world over the last century at least three times, not ‘the international community.’ That will never change, as fortunately the people running America recognize.” (Bridgman, 2)51 

26
The biggest problem the United Nations has today is that of money. All member states “pay a share of the organization’s daily expenses. The amount each member pays depends on its ability to pay. UN rules say that no member can pay more than 25 percent or less that 0.01 percent of the UN’s ordinary expenses.” However, “numerous nations have fallen behind in their payments or have made only partial payments.” The United States and Russia were among the U.N.’s largest debtors when the unpaid debts totaled hundreds of millions of dollars in the mid-1990s. (World Book, 95)52 Today, “if member states continue without paying their dues, the UN will be forced to shut down.” (Lowry, 34)53 Contrary to the World Bank, the U.N. “is not allowed to borrow money in international capital markets to finance its operations. The UN depends entirely on money from its members. During the mid-1990s, the UN was forced to borrow money from peacekeeping finances in order to pay day-to-day activities in other core areas. A smaller peacekeeping budget has squeezed UN cash flow more tightly than ever.” (Lowry, 35)54 Individuals may donate funds to the U.N., but only member nations are allowed to provide funds for peacekeeping missions. 
27
The largest contributors to the U.N. budget, in percentage, are: United States, 22%; Japan, 20%; Germany, 9%; France, 6%; and the United Kingdom, with 5%. (Lowry, 26)55 
28
All of these, except for Japan, are Western countries, and Japan is becoming more and more like one. This creates a problem, because as First World nations “contribute the vast majority of finances for the U.N., … Third World nations … have more control over where those funds go, [because] the number of Third World nations is bigger than the number of First World nations.” (Reform, 4)56 Not only do they have more control over how the funds are spent, they also have more control over how the world in general is governed. 
29
When decisions are made “in the General or Security Council, the United Nations is powerless to act without money.” (Lowry, 29)57 The simplest resolutions passed require money to be enacted. Also, when “those with the power to make decisions – essentially the General Assembly and the Security Council – must take care, when they assign mandates to the Secretariat, that they also provide resources adequate for the task.” (Strengthening, 7)58 
30
The U.N.’s budget for its core activities is U.S. $ 1.25 billion per year. That is only four percent of New York City’s annual budget. Considering the U.N.’s vast responsibilities, this is extremely small. The U.S. pays about $298 (1999) to the annual budget, or $1.11 per American citizen. A smaller country like San Marino pays $4.26 per citizen. (Lowry, 20)59 
31
However, if the U.N. introduces a tax on missiles, planes, tanks, and guns, it “would provide the U.N. with its entire budget, as well as pay for all peacekeeping efforts around the world, including the resettlement of refugees and reparations to the victims of war.” (Reform, 3-4)60 After all, the U.N. mission is to make nations use less of these, and do more talking, to settle conflicts.
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32
There are positive aspects of the United Nations, too. It “has helped end a number of conflicts around the world through negotiation of cease-fires and peace agreements. After the fighting stops, the UN may send peacekeeping forces to the region. It may also help the warring groups find ways to prevent fighting from starting again. In addition, the UN may try to restore order to a country in which civil war has broken out.” (World Book, 91)62 It has not always been successful, but “if you look at it there has not been a real World War since the last one [World War II]. (Unfortunately), successes in the peace and security area are not really reported,” (We Need, 1)63 and, “as the UN becomes more involved in disagreements between and within countries, it risks criticism if it is unable to settle those disagreements.” (Lowry, 29)64 It really makes it a hard situation for the U.N.: on one hand, if they don’t help, they’ll be criticized for that, on the other, if they try and fail, they are picked upon again. 
33
It may be hard to believe, but “despite terrorist threats, the world is a safer, healthier, and friendlier place that it would be without the UN, the UN has set international standards for human rights. Much effort goes into support for good governance, civil law and order, equal rights for women, and democratic elections. The UN also helps poor countries build health and education services.” (Lowry, 43)65 Imagine a world without the Declaration of Human Rights: your government could take away all your possessions lawfully without anyone reacting, they could deny you all the rights Western society, and most of the world, takes for granted. The International Court of Justice in The Hague was established to judge breaches of the Declaration. Leaders like Slobodan Milosevic have been condemned in trials there. The Declaration also makes the world a healthier and happier place, as it guarantees every individual of any social standing the right to food, water, shelter, education and love. If someone is found to deprive people of these fundamental rights, they will be heavily punished by the international community. Indeed, “parts of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights have been included in the constitutions of El Salvador, Haiti, Indonesia, Jordan, Libya, Puerto Rico, and Syria.” (World Book, 88)66
34
A lot of issues require international and multinational cooperation, such as environmental issues, human rights and emergency relief. (Bridgman, 1)67 One tiny nation on one side of the globe may have record high emissions of green-house gases and heavy metal, and this will spread and affect the entire world. Consequently, international agreements are vital to the health and comfort of not only ours, but also the next generations. If rules for the treatment of people are already established, it will be easier to follow them in the future, and by setting a good example, the people of today can show tomorrow’s children what to do. 
35
Critics of the U.N. claim there is no functional international community, but “an international community is the only reality possible, and if you review the history of the last 58 years, the proliferation of international organizations, rules, laws, interdependency, and world consciousness is obvious.” (Bridgman, 1)68 The vast majority of states in the world are not self-sufficient, that is, they rely on trading with other nations to support all the needs of its citizens. This automatically creates an international community when countries can trade with each other across the globe, and produces a need for a body to set up rules so unnecessary conflicts won’t arise. For instance, “catastrophic terrorism one side of the globe, for example an attack against a major financial centre in a rich country, could affect the development prospects of millions on the other by causing a major economic downturn and plunging millions into poverty.” (Introduction, 3)68b
36
Since poverty is, in fact, “a key reason for conflict, the UN’s primary goal of international peace and security cannot be achieved without reducing poverty. To this end, the UN has declared the decade 1997-2006 as the International Decade for the Eradication of Poverty. … Equality and justice are badly needed if peace is to prevail.” (Lowry, 44)69 However, since 1990, international aid has fallen by one U.S. dollar per capita, while income in rich countries has risen by 6,070 dollars. “Even aid to Sub-Saharan Africa, the world’s poorest region, was lower at the end of the 1990s than it was at the start.” Donor countries spend, on an average, ten times more on their military than on developmental aid funding. The U.S. spends twenty-five times more on their military. U.S. military spending increased by 118 billion dollars between 2000 and 2003. “Just 3% of that, if deployed on basic healthcare, could prevent the death of 3 million infants a year.” (UN Report, 1)70
37
Today, “more than one billion people still live below the extreme poverty line of one dollar per day. Overall global wealth has grown but is less and less evenly distributed within countries, within regions and in the world as a whole.” (Introduction, 2)71
	Estimated Number of Refugees Worldwide (Jan 2001) (Lowry, 29)72

	Asia
	8,450,000

	Africa
	6,072,900

	Europe
	5,571,700

	North America
	1,047,100

	Latin America and Caribbean
	575,600

	Oceania
	76,000

	Total
	21,793,300


38
This means that “one out of every 275 people on Earth is a refugee is currently a refugee. Nearly 60 percent of these refugees are children.” (Lowry, 19)73
39
“Most nations seem unwilling to try to get along without the UN. They also realize the value of international effort in dealing with certain kinds of economic and social problems. Above all, members understand that UN efforts toward peacekeeping and peacemaking can prevent a third world war,” (World Book, 96)74 which would be disastrous for the whole population of the world, since the most powerful, and aggressive, nations have nuclear weapons, enough to eradicate at least half the world. 

40
In addition to that, “membership gives some nations a place in the international community that they might not otherwise have. Some of these nations are so small that they cannot afford their own embassies. Through one mission at the UN, they can keep in contact with most of the world’s governments.” (World Book, 95-96)75 Of course, nations also join to be able to have a say in how the world is governed and draw attention to their specific needs. 
41
Many Americans think that their country is the only major power in the world, and maintain that “the strongest argument for the U.N.’s continued existence is that it can do the things American don’t like to do. ... ‘Americans,’ [George W. Bush] said, ‘should be peacemakers, not peacekeepers.’” (Klein, 2)76 The job of peacekeeping is much harder, if somewhat less deadly, than peacemaking, and U.N. peacekeeping missions have been accused of lasting indefinitely. (Ambassador, 1)77 However, other see duties like these to be “thankless tasks, not likely to be noticed by the American public.” (Klein, 2)78
42
The U.N. set down a Millennium Declaration, in which “world leaders were confident that humanity could, in the years ahead, make measurable progress towards peace, security, disarmament, human rights, democracy and good governance,” (Introduction, 1)79 all of which are necessary for a safer world for all. 
43
All in all, “the U.N. system has obvious flaws, especially the anachronistic makeup of the Security Council, but it perseveres and remains indispensable – and reformable by the increasingly activist society. As [Secretary-General] Dag Hammarskjöld said, ‘The United Nations was not made to take mankind to paradise, merely to save humanity from hell.’” (Bridgman, 1)80
44
Most people agree that the United Nations needs to be reformed to function in today’s society. Secretary-General Kofi Annan says that while the purposes of the U.N. Charter should be firm, “and principles constant, practice and organizations need to move with the time.” (Strengthening, 1)81 The U.N. “operates in a radically different world from that of 1945, and the Charter should reflect the realities of today. In particular, it is high time to eliminate the anachronistic “enemy” clauses in Articles 53 and 107 of the Charter.” (Strengthening, 12)82
45
The Secretary-General prepared an extensive report called In Larger Freedom for the world leaders at the September Summit in 2005, in which he looked at ways to make the United Nations better, including wide-ranging reforms of all the major U.N. bodies. 

46
Reform of the United Nations doesn’t necessarily need to involve amending the Charter. Already, “much has been achieved by changes in practice without the need for amendment. In fact, the Charter has been amended only twice during the history of the Organization – for the purpose of enlarging the membership of the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council.” (Strengthening, 12)83
47
Reform of the United Nations should include an increasing of efficiency, payment of arrears and a decrease of bureaucracy. (Lowry, 48)84 To achieve this, Annan claims the U.N. should be aligned with the new substantive challenges of the twenty-first century, empowered to manage complex global operations and held accountable for its actions. (Strengthening, 7)85
48
The Secretary-General also intends to “appoint a Scientific Advisor to the Secretary-General, who will provide strategic forward-looking scientific advice and technical expertise within the United Nations system and from the broader scientific and academic community.” (Strengthening, 7)86
49
The U.N. is in a sense an indirect democracy, as delegates are chosen by the elected officials in the states. However, “to be more directly democratic, the U.N. would have to change four things:

1. “Representation would need to be based more on population vote… An assembly where Liechtenstein has the same voting power as the … China is far from equally representational (generally considered a key aspect of democracy.

2. The veto power of the Security Council would have to be removed.

3. The UN would have to be given some power of governance over its members, just as a national government has power of governance over its citizens.

4. Exclude from its membership those nations which it determined to be grossly violating the human rights of its people…” (Reform, 2)87
50
The organ of the United Nations that maybe needs reform the most, and certainly is talked about the most when reform is being discussed, is the Security Council. It “encompasses a variety of proposals, including procedural reforms, such as eliminating the veto held by the five permanent members, and expansion of the Council.” (Security, 1)88 According to Kofi Annan, reforms of the Council should “increase the involvement in decision-making of those who contribute most to the United Nations financially, militarily and diplomatically. …. They should bring into the decision-making process countries more representative of the broader membership, especially of the developing world.” (Strengthening, 3-4)89
51
The world is changing, and “new powers are emerging, such as Japan and Germany, which have the second- and third-largest economies in the world. Only the United States has a larger economy. … India, Brazil, and Nigeria, are important developing countries that think they should have a greater say in the Security Council.” (Lowry, 15-16)90 Others suggest South Africa as being the most likely contender for an African seat in the Security Council. (Security, 1)91 A different proposal “is to abolish the United Kingdom and France’s seats and give a seat to the European Union: but since the EU is not a state this would require either a change to the UN charter or that the EU become a state.” (Security, 1)92 Also, this would upset the European countries that are not part of the Union, such as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland, because it would look like the EU represented all European nations. With separate nations on the Council, it is at least clear that they only act in their own interests. 
52
By removing the veto held by the permanent members of the Security Council, the United States’ actions would be made “subject to international approval,” which would take a lot of power out of their hands, “and would also increase the likelihood of resolutions critical to Israel being passed.” (Security, 1-2)93
53
The U.S. position, according to the U.S. Department of State, is:

We advocate a criteria-based approach under which potential members must be supremely well qualified, based on factors such as: economic size, population, military capacity, commitment to democracy and human rights, financial contributions to the UN, contributions to UN peacekeeping, and record on counterterrorism and nonproliferation. We have to look, of course, at the overall geographic balance of the Council, but effectiveness remains the benchmark for any reform.  (Security, 2)94
Calls for reforming the U.N. Administration in the United States, especially the U.S. Congress, are “linked to demands that the U.N. adopt policies which encourage the development of free market economies and cease what are seen as socialist and anti-American policies and actions.”(Security, 1)95
54
The division of power between the three U.N. council, once closely equalized, “has become less and less balanced: the Security Council has increasingly asserted its authority, … but has seen that authority questioned on the grounds that its composition is anachronistic or insufficiently representative; the Economic and Social Council has been too often relegated to the margins of global economic and social governance, and the Trusteeship Council, having successfully carried out its functions, is now reduced to a purely formal existence.” He calls for three Councils, covering:

1. International peace and security,

2. Economic and social issues, and

3. Human rights.

The first two are already in existence, but the last “requires a far-reaching overhaul and upgrading of our existing human rights machinery.” (Strengthening, 3)96 The Human Rights Council was voted into power by the delegates at the September Summit.

55
In his report, Kofi Annan laid out two different models for reforming the Security Council. One, model A, calls for the creation of several new permanent seats and non-renewable two-year seats, while the other, model B, calls for the creation of renewable four-year seats and non-renewable two-year seats.

Model A
	Regional area 
	No. of States
	Permanent seats
	Proposed new permanent seats
	Proposed two-year seats (non-renewable)
	Total

	Africa
	53
	0
	2
	4
	6

	Asia and Pacific
	56
	1
	2
	3
	6

	Europe
	47
	3
	1
	2
	6

	Americas
	35
	1
	1
	4
	6

	Totals model A
	191
	5
	6
	13
	24


Model B

	Regional area
	No. of States
	Permanent seats
	Proposed four-year renewable seats
	Proposed two-year seats (non-renewable)
	Total

	Africa
	53
	0
	2
	4
	6

	Asia and Pacific
	56
	1
	2
	3
	6

	Europe
	47
	3
	2
	1
	6

	Americas
	35
	1
	2
	3
	6

	Totals model A
	191
	5
	8
	11
	24


(Strengthening, 4)97
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Naturally, not only the Security and Human Rights Councils need work. The General Assembly especially “needs to review its committee structure, the way committees function, the oversight it provides to them and their outputs.” (Strengthening, 2)98
57
Another difference in our world today is the importance of the civil society. To accomplish more, the United Nations should “be open not only to States but also to civil society, which at both the national and international levels plays an increasingly important role in world affairs.” (Strengthening, 1)99
58
In the way of reform, “much has been accomplished. Today, the Organization’s structures are more streamlined, its working methods more effective and its various programmes better coordinated and it has developed working partnerships in many areas with civil society and the private sector. … United Nations peacekeeping missions today are much better designed than they used to be.” (Strengthening, 1)100
59
My own personal opinion, after doing this research, is that by abolishing the U.N., we would endanger our own lives, and especially those of our children, who will be born into a more hostile world, one less willing to negotiate and talk about problems before they turn into full-scale wars. 

60
The U.N. has achieved so much that tends to be overlooked. Not only did the pressure of international sanctions repeal the apartheid rules in South Africa, “since 1945, the UN has helped negotiate more than 170 peace agreements. … UN programs have helped increase average life expectancy in the developing world from 37 to 67 years since 1960. … With the help of the UN, smallpox has been eradicated, and polio should soon follow.” (Lowry, 32)101 If that isn’t protecting peace and prosperity throughout the world, I don’t know what is.
61
The U.N. needs some serious reforming, but Secretary-General Kofi Annan is a very capable man, and I believe he will achieve much, and with inputs from people like you and me, it can become greatly appreciated.

62
When all's said and done, I think that October 24th, 1945, was one of the happiest for all of mankind, and worthy to remembered by all. The creation of the United Nations has helped save so many lives that they deserve more recognition than they get in today’s society, especially in America. The rest of the world knows at least some about the organization, but Americans need to investigate further to be able to see what a benefactor we have in the U.N.
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a Apartheid: White minority rule over a majority of colored people, with heavy segregation. 





